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RENTAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION 
 

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this registration is to protect the health, safety and welfare of citizens of 
the Town of Amherst by ensuring safe and sanitary conditions in the stock of rental 
housing in the town. 
 
 
Authority 
These regulations are enacted by the Town of Amherst Board of Health under the 
authority of MGL C. 111 §§ 31 and 127A and any other power thereto enabling. 
 
 
Scope 
These regulations apply to all residential premises leased or rented within the Town of 
Amherst, whether or such tenancy is pursuant to a written instrument and whether or not 
such tenancy is for a fixed term or at will. 
 
 
Definitions 
In these regulations, the following terms have the meanings indicated: 
 
 Board – The Amherst Board of Health or its designated agent. 
 

Dwelling – means every building or shelter including but not limited to rooming 
houses and temporary housing used or intended for human habitation and every 
other structure or condition located within the same lot line whose existence 
causes or is likely to effect noncompliance with the provisions of 105 CMR 
410.000. 

 
Dwelling Unit – means the room or group of rooms within a dwelling used or 
intended for use by one family or household for living, sleeping, cooking and 
eating. Dwelling unit shall also mean a condominium unit. 
 
Person – means an individual, corporation, trust, corporation, trust, partnership 
(including general partnership, limited partnership and limited liability 
partnership), and a limited liability company.  In addition, any similar entity 
permitted by law to hold title to real estate shall be deemed a “person.”   
 
Premises – means any real estate used for residential premises, including but not 
limited to apartments, dwellings, dwelling units, lodging houses, lodging units, 
rooming houses, and rooming units. 

 
 



C:\Program Files\Neevia.Com\Document Converter\temp\tmp945.DOC 
Page 2 of 3 

Rooming House – means every dwelling or part thereof which contains one or 
more rooming units in which space is let or sublet for compensation by the owner 
or operator for four or more persons not within the second degree or kindred to 
the person compensated. 

 
Rooming Unit – means the room or group of rooms let to an individual or 
household for use as living and sleeping quarters but not for cooking, whether or 
not common facilities for cooking are made available; provided, that cooking 
facilities shall not be deemed common if they can be reached only by passing 
through any part of the dwelling unit or rooming unit of another. 
 
 
 

Registration 
No person shall lease or rent any premises in the Town of Amherst unless such person 
first registers such premises in accordance with these Regulations.  Such registration shall 
be on a form or forms approved by the Board, and shall provide such information as the 
Board shall deem reasonable and appropriate.  Each such premises shall be registered by 
October 1, 2003 and upon change of ownership and/or management of the premises.  
  
 
 
Inspection of dwelling and room units 
The Board or its designee shall conduct an inspection of a premise upon receiving a 
complaint or notice alleging that its condition is in violation of any law or regulation 
whether such complaint or notice is received from a tenant, town official or other third 
party. The inspection shall be conducted and any order to repair shall be issued in 
accordance with the Massachusetts State Sanitary Code General Administration 
Procedures 105 CMR 400.000 and Minimum Standards of Fitness for Human Habitation 
105 CMR 410.000. The inspector will conduct follow up inspection(s) to ascertain that 
the dwelling has been brought up to code. 
 
 
Fees 
The registration fee shall be $10.00 per unit.  
 
Exemption from registration fee: All units covered under state or federal programs that 
require payment and that are inspected on a regular basis. 

 
 

There shall be no fee for a first inspection made upon complaint as set forth above.  
Should a second inspection be required to determine whether ordered repairs have been 
made, no fee shall be charged for that inspection.  Should a third or subsequent inspection 
be required to determine compliance with an order to make repairs to the premises, the 
inspection fee shall be $75.00 for each such inspection. 
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Violations 
All rental properties must be registered by October 1, 2003. After October 30, 2003,  
any person who rents or leases premises without registering such premises in accordance 
with these regulations shall be subject to a fine. The fine shall be $10 for each month, or 
part thereof, in which a unit is not registered in accordance with these regulations. 
 
 
Severability 
If any provision of these regulations is declared invalid or unenforceable, the other 
provisions shall not be affected thereby, but shall continue in full force and effect. 
 
Effective date 
The effective date of these regulations is July 1st, 2003. 


